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Information Sheet 

Proposed Multi-Use Trail Connection Between Stamps and Bazett Roads 

What exactly is proposed? 

North Cowichan is proposing to build a 950 m long multi-use trail connection between Stamps 

and Bazett Roads. The trail would be 3 m wide and surfaced with cart path (gravel) similar to the 

recently completed Beverly Street dike.  

 

Has there been community input? 

Yes. The trail was first proposed and presented to the community in development of the 

2001 Trails and Cycling Network Plan. It has been requested by various community and cycling 

groups since then. Most recently, extensive public engagement was conducted throughout 2016 

to develop a new and comprehensive Parks and Trails Master Plan. The public was invited to 

participate in multiple town hall meetings, stakeholder engagement meetings, and online 

consultation platforms.  These opportunities were advertised in local newspapers, the local radio, 

the North Cowichan website and social media, at recreation centres, and at the Municipal Hall.  

 

One of the key pieces of feedback received from the public during this process was that our 

existing trail system is fragmented and residents would like to see improved trail connectivity. The 

Stamps-Bazett Road trail connection was specifically requested through this 2016 consultation. A 

summary of the public engagement process and feedback received through the Parks and Trails 

Master Plan development is available here: www.northcowichan.ca/parkstrails.  

 

Is this trail confirmed to move forward? 

The trail is approved, in principle, through Council’s endorsement of the Parks and Trails Master 

Plan, the 5-Year Bike Network Plan, and the 2017 Roads, Cycling and Sidewalks Program. During 

the winter/spring of 2017, North Cowichan will be undertaking field surveys and collecting 

environmental information to inform trail design.  

 

What value will this project provide? 

Both the Parks and Trails Master Plan and the 5-Year Bike Network Plan call for improved cycling 

and pedestrian connections between North Cowichan’s communities to create safe and 

convenient options for active transportation. North Cowichan is committed to delivering strategic, 

targeted active infrastructure projects to make our communities more walkable and cycle friendly.  

http://www.northcowichan.ca/parkstrails
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Research demonstrates that there are significant health benefits to walkable, connected 

communities. For example, we know that people living in walkable neighbourhoods are 2.5 times 

more likely to get the recommended minimum daily physical activity from walking or biking than 

those who do not. 

 

With these goals in mind, the Stamps-Bazett trail will create a much needed connection between 

the Maple Bay community and a larger bike network that will extend via Lakes Road south to the 

City of Duncan; north to Herd Road, connecting to the Trans Canada Trail network via Richards 

Trail and Westholme Road; and east along Osborne Bay Road to Crofton.  

 

Will this trail create a demand for parking along Stamps and Bazett Roads? 

No. This trail connection is intended as a pedestrian and cycling connection between community 

hubs (Maple Bay, Duncan, Crofton, etc…).  

 

Will there be any further community consultation? 

As this project moves forward, North Cowichan will provide residents along Stamps and Bazett 

Roads with details on project design and construction scheduling. As always, community 

members can contact North Cowichan at any time to request information or provide input. 

 

Who has received this information sheet? 

This information package has been sent to all property owners along Stamps, Bazett, Henderson, 

Martin, and Flett Roads, and to those property owners along portions of Lakes, Herd and Maple 

Bay Roads who are closest to this proposed trail. 

 

Who can I contact for more information?  

For inquiries about active transportation and the Parks and Trails Master Plan, please contact Ernie 

Mansueti, Director of Parks and Recreation, 250.746.3110 or ernie.mansueti@northcowichan.ca.  

  

For inquiries about trail design and the capital plan, please contact Dave Conway, Director of 

Engineering and Operations, 250.746.3136 or david.conway@northcowichan.ca.  

 

 

Did you know: North Cowichan and the Cowichan Valley Regional District have just launched a 

new online engagement platform! It’s called PlaceSpeak, and it will allow you to provide your views 

on issues you care about from wherever, whenever it’s most convenient for you. To participate, you 

will need to create an account. We encourage you to sign up at www.placespeak.com.  
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Excerpt from Parks and Trails Master Plan (2016) Showing Trail Connection 

between Stamps and Bazett Roads 

 

 

For reference, see documents at www.northcowichan.ca/parkstrails 

The above excerpt is taken from pp. 130-131; see also pp. 27, 89-91 
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